
Absentee Voting Ballot Packets and Process 

By: Kelly Schroeder 

Absentee voting begins 46 days prior to the election and can occur through the mail or in-person at the 

courthouse during business hours, the Saturday before the election from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and until 5 

p.m. the day before the election.   

Once a complete and approved application is received, a ballot packet is assembled.  The packets are 

slightly different for in-person absentee voting versus mailed out absentee voting.  All packets include a 

ballot, a secrecy envelope, a voter signature envelope, a voter registration application if the voter is not 

registered, and “I Voted” sticker.  The mailed packets include instructions and a postage paid return 

envelope.  It is also important to note that mailed packets cannot be forwarded.  They can be mailed to 

an address other than where the registered voter resides (snowbirds for example) though.   

Once the packet is received by the voter, whether in person or via the mail, the voter needs another 

Minnesota registered voter or a Notary Public to serve as a witness.  The witness is required to certify 

that the voter began with a blank ballot, the voter marked their ballots in private, and the voter 

enclosed and sealed the ballot in the secrecy envelope.  Additionally, if the voter is non-registered, the 

witness certifies that they viewed documentation to confirm the voter’s name and address. If the voter 

is voting absentee at the courthouse, the Auditor-Treasurer department staff serve as the voter’s 

witness. 

Once the voter completes their ballot and seals it in the secrecy envelope, the voter then places that 

envelope in the voter signature envelope and the voter and witness complete the voter signature 

envelope together.   

If the voter is voting in-person at the courthouse, the voting process is then complete, and the ballot is 

left with the Auditor-Treasurer office.  If the voter is voting through the mail, they can then return the 

ballot in the postage paid return envelope or they can drop it off to the courthouse.  Voters can also 

have an agent deliver their ballot to the courthouse.  Agents can deliver up to three ballots to the 

courthouse which hare not theirs; however, they must show ID to do so and are tracked to ensure they 

do not return more than three ballots.  

          

   


